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Advent & Christmas Season Events  
 

Advent Begins with Hanging of the Greens Service 
Sunday, December 1—11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

 
Live Nativity 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday Evenings—December 13-15 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m. (Sign up on bulletin board in S.S. hall) 

Sunday Evening: “Shepherd’s Camp” with S’mores for all! 
  

Church-wide Christmas Breakfast 
Sunday, December 15—8:30-9:30 a.m.  

(Prepared by our Men’s S.S. Class) 
Enjoy eggs, biscuits and gravy, tater tots and baked apples 

Breakfast is free of charge, but donations to the church are welcomed 
  

Children’s Choirs Sing in Worship  
And Present A Children’s Christmas Nativity: “The ABC’s of Christmas” 

Sunday, December 15—11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

 Blue Christmas 
Wednesday, December 18 – 6:15 in the Chapel 

As joyful and wonderful as this time of year is, it is also a very difficult and painful time 
for many who have lost loved ones, who are grieving, who are depressed, who may be 
alone or far from family.  Whatever the reason, if you would like an opportunity to 
gather with others as we acknowledge the painful side of the season, you are invited to 
join us for a time of reflection and worship and to know that you are not alone.   

 
Christmas Musical 

Hope Arriving 
Presented by our Sanctuary Choir, Youth Choir & Khoral Kids Choir 

Sunday, December 22—11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
  

Christmas Eve Services 
5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service—Celebrate with stories, songs, scripture,  

candle lighting, and family-friendly communion. 
7:00 p.m. Traditional, formal worship with lessons, carols,  

Holy Communion and candle lighting. 
  

“Be the Church” Sunday 
December 29—11:00 a.m. 

Please bring canned foods for the Gathering Grounds ministry 



Schedule 

 6:15 Small Group Study: Animate Faith/ 
  Prayer Time 
  Children’s Choirs 
  Youth Choir 
 7:00 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
  Children’s Mission Groups 

 

Children’s Ministry News 
 
 

Our CIA (Children in Action) mission group is still collecting 
canned foods for the Gathering Grounds ministry.  Bring your 
canned goods by the church, anytime! 

 

Youth Ministry News 
 

Sunday nights:  5:30-7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Be here 
for good food, great discussion and fun games.  Thanks, parent 
volunteers, for making this night so successful! 
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Wednesday Nights 

From the Church Office… 

 Church office will be closed Wednesday, 
December 25, 2013—Wednesday, January 
1, 2014 

 Please have any submissions for the month-
ly newsletter into the office by the 15th of the month prior 
to publication.   

 Please check your boxes on a regular basis. There may be 
time sensitive material.  

 Please be sure all of your contact information is correct in 
the office, phone numbers, addresses, emails, etc. 

 Directories are available from the office.  
 

A note about your newsletter… 
Beginning  with February’s newsletter, if you have submitted 
an email address to the office, you will receive your newsletter 
electronically. If you have not submitted an email address,  
please do so. If you do not wish your newsletter via email, you 
may opt out. Just call and notify the office. Hard copies will still 
be available for those who wish to receive them as well as in 
the office.  Just this small change will save the church the cost 
of postage, as well as paper and printing.  

Offering envelopes… 
Offering envelopes will  be available in January. They will be in 
the hallway behind the sanctuary. Please sign the pick-up 
sheet when you receive your envelopes. If you do not wish to 
receive envelopes, please notify the church office. We are or-
dering fewer as more people give electronically. For those who 
still receive envelopes, your assigned number MAY change.  

TBC Christmas Post Office 

We will once again offer a church Post 
Office for you to send Christmas cards 
to members of the church.  The post 
office box will be located by the Wel-
come Center, and will be open through-
out the Advent and Christmas sea-
son.  Please write the person’s name on 
the envelope and place the card in the 
box according to the last name. And 
don’t forget to check for cards ad-
dressed to you! 

Community Missions 

CCHASM Thanksgiving Bags—Tomahawk collected 43 bags, 28 
gift cards and $45 in cash. Members also volunteered time at 
the distribution center. 
 

Operation Christmas Child—The collection center received 
8,448 boxes!  
 

Middle District Christmas Store—Churches helped a total of 
550 children and their families. 
 

Thank you for your support of these mission programs. Many 
lives will be touched thanks to your generosity and loving kind-
ness.   
 

Gathering Grounds—A food drive to benefit the  First Fruits 
Foundation (Gathering Grounds) will run now through January 
5th. You will see boxes around the church to place your donated 
nonperishable foods.  This is in addition to our 5th Sunday, Be 
The Church collection on December 29. 



TBC’s first ever Financial Peace University class has just finished.  We had 
10 families (including 3 from our community) who participated.  After 9 
weeks of learning and putting the lessons into practice, our class as a 
whole has paid off $120,000 in non-mortgage debt, saved an additional 

$16,000, and has closed or cut up 13 credit cards!  Many thanks to Jim and Susan Cheatham for facilitating the class and to every-
one who participated.  We will be offering our next session of FPU on Monday evenings this winter beginning January 27.  Be on 
the lookout for more information and please plan to participate! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is growing!  As 
mentioned before, several ladies have joined 
our ranks and are learning or re-learning the 
craft.  Their presence is an added bonus to 

an already active group.  Operation Christmas Child is in full 
swing.  The prayer shawl group made washcloths for the boxes, 
one washcloth per box donated by Tomahawk members, 
throughout the year.  If you did not obtain a washcloth from 
the PSM basket in the church sanctuary, please check the table 
in the fellowship hall.  The basket is on the table with donated 
boxes and will remain there until all have been distribut-
ed.  The hats, scarves, and mittens were added to the Youth 
TUMAD boxes so that the items will go to the Richmond 
Friends of the Homeless.  Some of the items were held back to 
use on the special tree that will be placed outside the sanctu-
ary.  The items will be distributed along with the other hats, 
scarves, gloves and blankets that are given to that ministry. Our 
closet will look empty, but not for long.  Our projects will con-
tinue with prayer and thanksgiving for the opportunity to refill 
that closet and to send blessings to those in need! 
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It’s that time of year again…as any of you who are on facebook know, you don’t have to scroll very far through your news-
feed to see numerous posts by Christians who are angry that store clerks are saying “Happy Holidays” instead of “Merry Christ-
mas.”  Or they’re upset that the Nativity scene in front of the courthouse isn’t being put up.  And of course, there are plenty of 
posts encouraging us to “Keep Christ in Christmas” and reminding us that “Jesus is the reason for the Season.”  While this is certain-
ly true, I think that often we who are followers of Christ are the ones most in need of the reminder.  It’s so easy for us to fall into 
the trap of expecting non-believers to celebrate Christmas in a Christian way.  Instead of getting angry and upset when they don’t 
meet our expectations, perhaps there’s a better, more Christian way we could approach this.    

I’d like to suggest that the best way for us to “keep Christ in Christmas” is for our celebrations (individually, in our families, 
and as a church) to be as thoroughly Christian as possible – for the things we do during this season to clearly point to the Word who 
became flesh and dwells among us.  What would it look like if each of us evaluated the things we do during Advent and Christmas 
with the question: “To whom or to what is this pointing?”  Am I spending more time worshipping or shopping?  Am I more focused 
on decorating my house or preparing my heart?  Am I more concerned with what I will receive or with what I can give for those 
who are most in need?  I’m not suggesting that we don’t give gifts to our loved ones or refuse to put up our Christmas trees.   But I 
do think that if our celebration as Christians looks just like that of the society around us, then we are the ones who are failing to 
keep Christ in Christmas, not the teller at the bank or the checker at Target who wishes us a friendly “Happy Holidays.”   

On Sunday, we will begin the season of Advent.  Advent is the beginning of the Church year and a time of eager anticipa-
tion as we prepare to welcome the Christ child once again into the world and into our hearts.  It is a time to reflect on our individu-
al and collective spiritual journeys – to celebrate God’s presence with us and to identify the roadblocks that are still preventing us 
from experiencing that presence in all its fullness.  In the midst of the shopping, the parties, and the busy-ness around us, may we 
show the world a different way.  More than ever, may our lives point others to Immanuel, God with us. 

 

In hope, peace, joy, and love,  
Thomas  

From Your Associate Pastor 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Activities begin at 
6:15 

2 3 4 

5 6 
PSM 10:30 

7 8 
Activities begin at 
6:15 

9 10 11 

12 13 
PSM 10:30 

Praise Team 6:30 

14 
Deacon Mtg 7:00 

15 
Activities begin at 

6:15 

16 17 18 

19 20 
PSM 10:30 

21 
Administrative  
Council Mtg  

22 
Activities begin at 
6:15 

23 24 25 

26 27 

PSM 10:30 
Praise Team 6:30 
FPU Begins 

28 29 
Activities begin at 
6:15 

30 31 PSM = Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

FPU = Financial 
Peace University 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Hanging of the  
Greens 

2 

PSM 10:30 

3 4 
Activities begin at 
6:15 

5 6 7 

8 9 

PSM 10:30 

Praise Team 6:30 

10 
Guys and Dolls 
Brunch 
Deacon Mtg 7:00 

11 
Activities begin at 
6:15 

12 13 
Live Nativity 

13th— 

14 
 6:00—8:00 
15th 

15 Church-wide 

      Breakfast 
Children’s  

      Choirs Sing 

Shepherd’s Camp 

16 

PSM 10:30 

17 18 
Activities begin at 
6:15 

Blue Christmas 

6:15 

19 20 21 

22  

Cantata 

23 

PSM 10:30 

Praise Team 6:30 

24 

Family Service 
5:00 
Traditional  

Service 7:00  

25 26 27 28 

29 

Be the Church 

30 

PSM 10:30 

31    PSM = Prayer Shawl 

Ministry 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pUt6yRtklFlRvM&tbnid=tj71iHMUNycGhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdefinemadness.blogspot.com%2F2013%2F01%2Fjumpstart.html&ei=4eaUUounKpSlkQefr4DYCA&bvm=bv.57155469,d.cW


Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Donna Bright 
Chris Chance 
Family of Nen Coalter 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
EB Davis 
Frances Gibson 
Peyton Gryder 
Dorothy Holland 
Luther Holloman 
Charles & Gail King 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Casey McDeshen 
Family of Lois Parsons 
Lois Ramseur 
Family of Steve Roberson 
Ruth Spaulding 
Charles Taylor  
Thelma Taylor 
 

Friends and Family  
Jake Bradshaw (Darla Skinner) 
Jerry Burke (Thelma Taylor 
Peggy Gammon (Wanda Norwood) 
Roy Hooker 
Danny Husky  
Patricia Leigh 
Mamie Lex 
Family of Buddy McDaniels 
April Murphy (Wendi Hare) 
Steve Musachia (Ron Billings) 
Brenda Philbin 
Ann Powell 
Kinny Powers 
Monica Tomasik (Pat Tomisik) 
Kathy Whitlock (Evelyn Whitlock) 
 
Serving in the Military 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Ft. Belvoire, VA 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Korea  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Robertson – Ft. Bragg 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if you 
need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

December: Jeff Easton—381-1654 
  Michael Audet—639-1143 
 
January:  Amy Dixon—717-9990 
  Doris Wampler—745-9138 
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Facts & Figures as of November 24, 2013 

Offering   $4,622.00    Received to Date    $358,979.00 
Weekly   $8,967.47       Required to Date    $421,471.09 
Budget     $466,308.70   

Amount Behind Budget     $62,492.09 
Let’s each do our part and remember our pledges.  

Debit Retirement YTD: $15,757.11 
 

Anyone making a payment for our Debt Retirement or Partners in 
Christ, please clearly mark your check and  offering envelope  so they 
will be posted correctly.  Thank you. 

Guys and Dolls 

 

Astra Thornton has again invited us to her 
house for a Christmas Brunch !!   

Date: Tuesday,  December 10, 2013. 
Time:  11:30 AM 
 

 We will have our gift exchange, so bring a gift for no more than 
$10.00 and make a reservation.  We need to know how many 
people will be attending. 
 

Old Pictures Get New Life 

We would like to prepare a POWERPOINT (pictures thrown up 
on a screen by a computer) consisting of old personal pictures 
of church members, doing things related to our church.  This 
would include any artifact you may have. 
Please put your name on each picture and give them to     
Thomas.  After they are scanned into the computer, we will 
return your pictures to you. 
The deadline is VALENTINES DAY.  We will remind you in each 
newsletter until then.  Help us to continue to record our history. 

 
 

 

Our deepest sympathy to the families of Lois Parsons,  
Steve Roberson, and Nen Coalter in their loss.  

Inclement Weather Policy 

As winter and inclement weather approach, the safe-
ty of our congregation is our priority.  In the event of 
inclement weather, we will place announcements 

about service cancellations on the website, church voice mail, 
Facebook, and on Channel 12.   

TBC Prayer List 

In an effort to make our prayer list a more effective tool for 
members, there will be several small adjustments made.  
Names will remain on the prayer list for 4 weeks and then re-
moved, with they following exceptions: 

 Praise, the name may be removed 

 Pastor or Deacon request name to stay on 
We hope this will keep the list from going “stale”  and keeping 
on those that have an immediate or ongoing need.  A master 
list is being kept in the office. When you place a name on the 
list, please supply your name as well. If a name rotates off, 
you, of course, may resubmit the name.  
There has been interest expressed in starting an email prayer 
chain. If you would like to be a part, please email Elsie Dillard 
at  erdillard1@verizon.net. Anticipated start date would be       
December 1.  
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Mary Richerson Mann, Senior Pastor 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

Crystal Breedlove, Interim Music Director 

Krista Manuel,  Children and Families Ministry 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 


